
Main Crit eria: Cyber Civics

Seco ndary Crit eria: Common Core State Standards

Subject : Language Arts

Grade: 8

Cyber Civics

Are You a Consumer or a Producer?
Summary: Students assess their own and their classmates’ digital media use to discover how much they

“consume”and/or “produce” media. Math skills involved!

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.



Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Are You a Multitasker?
Summary: Students consider how they deploy their own attention and they engage in an activity that helps them

understand the shortcomings of “multitasking.”

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Avoiding Plagiarism
Summary: Since it’s important for students to know that copying even one sentence without "quotation marks" and
giving credit is considered plagiarism and can result in serious consequences in high school and beyond (if not

before), this lesson teaches them how to avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.d

Use precise language and domain-specif ic vocabulary to  in form about  or explain  the
topic.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-

Provide a concluding statement  or sect ion that  fo llows f rom and supports the
informat ion or explanat ion presented.



Literacy.
W.8.2.f

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Before There Was Photoshop
Summary: While image editing software and technology have made it faster and easier than ever to “doctor”

photos, photo manipulation dates back to the invention of the camera. In this lesson students look at some famous
photo manipulations that altered perceptions and shaped history.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.



C.R.A.P.* Detection
Summary: This test, with an acronym guaranteed to be remembered by students, is a great tool for evaluating

online information and for media literacy in general. It will be used throughout the following lessons.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.6

Determine an author's point  o f  view or purpose in  a text  and analyz e how the author
acknowledges and responds to  conf lict ing evidence or viewpoints.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.d

Use precise language and domain-specif ic vocabulary to  in form about  or explain  the
topic.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.f

Provide a concluding statement  or sect ion that  fo llows f rom and supports the
informat ion or explanat ion presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use



CLUSTER

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Clickbait and Deepfakes
Summary: Students explore two concerning ways their attention might be drawn to untruths online as they put their

creativity to work in an engaging activity that drives this lesson home.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.2

Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the
course of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  the characters, set t ing, and p lot ;
provide an object ive summary of  the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, at  the h igh end of  grades 6 -8 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-

Reading Standards for In format ional Text



Literacy.R
I.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Emerging Technologies and Ethical Thinking
Summary: Because today’s students will be tomorrow’s tech designers, it is important for them to consider how

technologists build ethical thinking into the products they make. Students explore artificial intelligence, deep
learning, and natural language processing through an engaging exercise.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-

Writ ing Standards



Literacy.
W.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.4

Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing salient  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Every Picture Tells a Story
Summary: In this hands-on lesson, students learn the fundamentals of visual language and photography, and find

out how these fundamentals are used to craft media messages.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Food Takes Center Stage
Summary: Advertisers have long used the magic of photo manipulation to make their products look more
appetizing and beautiful. This lesson takes a look at how various foods are readied for their “close-ups.”

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.



L.8.1.c

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.4

Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing salient  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

How To Cite Right
Summary: Creating a “Bibliography” or “Works Cited” page is an important component of the research project, and

citing online resources can be especially tricky. This lesson shows students how to do this and then introduces
them to an online tool that can make this task a snap.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /  Text  Types and Purposes



CLUSTER

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

Let's Get Blogging!
Summary: A fun, hands-on activity teaches students how to “blog” and, more importantly, how to comment and

respond appropriately and respectfully to others online and why this matters.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.d

Use precise language and domain-specif ic vocabulary to  in form about  or explain  the
topic.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.f

Provide a concluding statement  or sect ion that  fo llows f rom and supports the
informat ion or explanat ion presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.



A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Let's Talk About Sexting
Summary: Sexting, “the sending OR receiving of sexually suggestive, nude, or seminude images or video,” is a

serious digital age issue. Students learn the definition of “sexting” and its consequences by discussing and
debating a real-life sexting incident involving students.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style



A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .



Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Let’s Review! Copyright, Fair Use, Public Domain
Summary: Even though students spent a significant amount of time learning about Copyright, Fair Use, Public

Domain, and Creative Commons in Level 2 (Information Literacy), these are important topics to revisit, especially
as students work on written projects. This lesson and its activity provide hands-on review.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.7

Conduct  short  research pro jects to  answer a quest ion ( including a self -generated
quest ion) , drawing on several sources and generat ing addit ional related, focused
quest ions that  allow for mult ip le avenues of  explorat ion.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing



Literacy.S
L.8.1

on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Seeing Stereotypes
Summary: Students continue to explore media stereotypes as they discover that stereotypical representations of

different races, ethnicities, age groups, and professions are often perpetuated by the media.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Selling To Stereotype
Summary: By creating their own media messages targeted at different stereotypes, students experience media’s

role in perpetrating long-standing assumptions or generalizations about different groups of people.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3

Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using ef fect ive
technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event  sequences.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3.a

Engage and orient  the reader by establish ing a context  and point  o f  view and
int roducing a narrator and/or characters; organiz e an event  sequence that  unfo lds
naturally and logically.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3.b

Use narrat ive techniques, such as d ialogue, pacing, descript ion, and ref lect ion, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /  CCSS.EL Speaking and Listening Standards



DOMAIN A-
Literacy.S
L.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Sexting, Just Say No
Summary: Now that students have an understanding of the legal and social consequences of “sexting,” this lesson

gives them strategies to deal with a “sexting” incident should they encounter one. It also includes an optional
extension covering “revenge porn” and “sextortion.”

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward



A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Spot That Photoshop
Summary: The term "Photoshopping" (used as a verb) has become synonymous with the act of digitally retouching

or manipulating a photo, thus it’s often assumed students recognize a manipulated image when they see one.
Since research indicates otherwise, this lesson helps students spot and identify photo manipulation and consider

its impact.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .



Literacy.R
I.8.1

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S

Speaking and Listening Standards



L.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Stereotypes All Around Us
Summary: Students continue to explore media stereotypes as they discover that stereotypical representations of

different races, ethnicities, age groups, and professions are often perpetuated by the media.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

The Power of Social Media
Summary: While it’s easy to write off social media as a frivolous time-waster (and for many of us it is!), it is important

for students to have an appreciation for its incredible power and to know how social media has been used by
many to improve and even change the world. This lesson introduces students to some powerful examples.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing



Literacy.S
L.8.1

on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Trolls, Lurkers, and Upstanders
Summary: Through discussion of actual online scenarios, students consider the different ways people participate

online. This activity also helps them understand how online activities that seem passive may actually be
participatory.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-

Reading Standards for In format ional Text



Literacy.R
I.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.4

Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing salient  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Understanding "Fake" News



Summary: Because there is an urgent need to teach students how to evaluate the news they find online, especially
in this age of so-called “fake” news, this lesson introduces them to the real meaning of this term, and also teaches

them what “fake” news is not.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Using C.R.A.P.* Detection Skills
Summary: Part 2 of C.R.A.P.* Detection lets students try out the test on actual web pages that appear to beauthentic

and reputable.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /  Key Ideas and Details



CLUSTER

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.6

Determine an author's point  o f  view or purpose in  a text  and analyz e how the author
acknowledges and responds to  conf lict ing evidence or viewpoints.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.8

Delineate and evaluate the argument  and specif ic claims in  a text , assessing whether
the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant  and suf f icient ; recogniz e when
irrelevant  evidence is in t roduced.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;



A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Using Filters and Operators
Summary: By experimenting with various filtering tools and operators, students discover how they can improve the

quality of their search results. A hands-on activity helps them remember how to use these tools.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /  CCSS.EL Language Standards



DOMAIN A-
Literacy.L
.8

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

What's News?
Summary: After viewing examples of how social media has influenced the “news,” students analyze and reflect

upon the sources and credibility of “news” and information found online.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.2

Analyz e the purpose of  in format ion presented in  d iverse media and formats (e.g .,
visually, quant itat ively, orally)  and evaluate the mot ives (e.g ., social, commercial,
polit ical)  behind its presentat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .c

Consult  general and specializ ed reference materials (e.g ., d ict ionaries, g lossaries,
thesauruses) , both  print  and d ig ital, to  f ind the pronunciat ion of  a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part  o f  speech.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Your Brain on Tech
Summary: Everyone is concerned about tech “addiction,” even youth! That’s why this lesson and activity show

students how and why digital devices capture and hold their attention. Having this knowledge empowers them to
make wise choices about tech use in the future.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of



Literacy.R
I.8.2

the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.b

Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts, def in it ions, concrete details,
quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.d

Use precise language and domain-specif ic vocabulary to  in form about  or explain  the
topic.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2.f

Provide a concluding statement  or sect ion that  fo llows f rom and supports the
informat ion or explanat ion presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.8

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources, using search
terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.



EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1.d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1.d

Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 .d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.
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